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1 _ - ſhine forrh; thatrtbereby they came to fee their pay = 
| ++ neſfÞandemptynels, notwithſtanding of che large and' we” 1; 
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1. of God and Chriſt, which began ro appear in them;became towea- 
- ry-and tyre in4ltration they were under, which mas ar be(F-*- 
Ls *bur that of the Letter and: foremott part alſo, had mach of alhbedts:. 

b- and untruth mixed inwiſhi, ſom the whrlds ſpirit and +iviſtivas; 7 
FF - - *forhartheir doQrine had neither the ſound words'of rruckinbe aha 
K-:. -- vertue and life of truth to make ir ſayoury gnd zourifhing inve-thes.*” 

j ſouls ofi rhe/peap'e, fo that many came to loath and refulvir,tor it. +. 

-appezredunco rhem ; no berier-checas dead-and Fortuptert rural} 

W*--. yea as the waters of Egypt that became'blagd which ihey>loa! 

! "os +t0 drink off, andthe itame people who begarft&-loarts 1atad) 
$6: and miniftry ofthe National Friefthood. anda} vdÞ 6 gfe 
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Fouls, who had left the dead and raſtieſs Miniſtry: they were For- © 
merly under, and ſo becauſe their was ſomewhat in the 'wopds , or- - 
"declaration of theſe men, which did partly anſwer unto the witnels 
and cruth of God in their hearts, they began much co look after - -- 
them; follow and hear them, and drink 1n their doQrine, even: ” 
the parched ard dry Land,drinketh in the Rain ofa Srmmer Hy ® 
er; yet this came to prove much unto the great hurt ard loſs both: 7 - 
oltheſ Teachers and alſo ofthem, wbo gave upto be taught by ..- 
- - For their Miniſtry vet ſtanding in that cleanreſs and ſoundneſs, 
either ot DoQrine or Spirit, a» was needtul, it could not but prove 
as unwholſome and hurtful food, eſpecially ſeeing their was rot - 
thae diſcerning begot in people, whereby they could make a cleas ' 
xdifferedce berwixt the pure & the impurezthat which was of G: @,8 
hae which was but of man, and of the enerny; betwixt the pore and 
clean grains;and the tares, for indeed intheirMiniſtry,they did nog 
ſow aitogether clean grain, but many noilome tares with it, ard 
that in much-more abundance, then the true wheat,& ibs tare; ſprung 
iP, 4nd choahed the good [eed, and hixdrea 11,ſ0 ths goea ſeed mithnred an 
Wavy, ind ia many orbgrs, was ina decaying and wichering copdi- - 
I IN Xe 0 het l S : : tion v% 


*:, Teachers, who went torch asdgſow,for moſt part, it proved moſt to * #Y? 
E2- their own loſs and prejudice, for not being baought into aclean» * # 
2; _neſs#nd ſoundneſs in their own particular condicions, .neither as. | 
7 to DofQrine nor Spirit, the Serpent:who bepuiled the woman, be- \\ | 
'* *rrayed the ſimplicity in them; and ſo-through his ſubtlety drew: + © 
{ them forth ſtill further and further from the crne opcnings of truth @ 
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- which at ſometimes were opened in them truly from the-Lord'oue:! 
— into their own. yain imaginations and aprons ind atfoinng i”. 
the enemies tranſformings and likenefſes: whereby the render © 
dawnings and og forth of crutch became tobe vailed and © 
_ clouded in them,and the darkneſs prevailed ts blind the eye, which. 
| had received ſome half opening, and fo their latter condition was 
worſe then the firſt, yea many of them became worſe then others,as' - 
. unſayoury ſalt, having run out from the fence & favour ofthatwch © 
| ſayoured them in ſome meaſure and 1hereby gave occafion of of- 
fence unto many people, for ſome of theſe aforeſaid, having run one; : i 
from the meaſure of truch intheir own particulars vented and pub.” 7. 
- liſhed both in wofds and writing-; groſs, unſound and pernictoup-:; 
doQrines and ethers of them becarne looſe ard deſolate in' their” 
lives, all which the enemies of truth charged upon the truth it ſelf 
”: "and ſpokeevil of the way of it, unto many fimple people who toe: 
=. much believed them. and ſo were ſcared and offendes even 'at the Þþ 
appearance of truth it ſelf, | | _- 
And about the fame time,the people.even theſe of them foremoſt 
part, who were moſt tender, ingenious and "zealous, (through 
a weaknefr oſunderſtandir g,and becauſe of the - cuſtomary way it 
' they had been yled co) had roo muchan eyeto words, ard wo 
much a life in- them, for they could nor meet rogeihea, bur- ſogic ' 1-5 
behoved to ſpeak, in dorine cxhtortation or prayer, &c, Other="- 3 
wiſe they wou'd have thought the time miſpent ſo much 85 - pa 4 


» 


» : . 
FR Fo” 
" "a 
YI pw ”7 AIRES 7 


Rn Ine hs 


Is WOT 
BEER TN) AER: 


, 


away of it wit hour words, for their minds were much drawnforths 
ſeeking 1atisfaRion, and refreſhment in onrward words, prafiices* 
and obſeryations, whieb yet they found uor, bur beth rheir words: 

_. and practices foremoſt part proved their hurden, andrheygroan=+ 
. edunder them, and yer cbey knew aor what to 004: bor- they law 
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F” - - no may how enttier to worinp lip” profir thete own ſouls. or 
E. _ _ onearother, but as they thoughUa@ in words, or outward prafti. *  --;/-- 
\ --* cesand obſervacions, and yet chey milked the Kingdom; whichthey | '* 7-5 
--- *Mmfonme true meaſure defired,and-fo wrre ſcattered abroad, as -in - 
divers flocks and compinies, tike ſheep wichouta ſhepherd; ſeeking 
| whecruefodand paiiure, but not finding it, ITT 354 5 : 
- And the Lord «vi10 had pitty upon them of old, whom he beheld 
x: ſheep withovr « intperd, and whoſe bowe)s yearned over thei 
in thefamerearnin;s of howels, extended his render mercies' and 
compaſſions, intocheſe, who at that time had tender breathings. 
and defires raiſed inthem after himſelf, and co know and . werthip 
him arighr; and in the acceptable way,and he prepared meſſengers 
and fentamonrg them,in a needful and acceprable time;who having 
artained unto ye ſoundneſs and c'earvels, in their own condition, - 
-  ' both «s codccrive and ſpirits, through the pomer and grace of the 
F*, - * Lord with and upon them, {which others before them as aforefaid 
- were notcome into) preached the glad Iydings of the Goſpel, itt to 
=: Purity and foundrieis, ento a people whom'the Lord had prepared 
> Teccive them,as he had prepared chem to miniſter to thera, the firſt- 
p-  --principles whereof, were to this purpoſe or effet. That what was 
EC: : 79 be known of God, was maniieſt within, thatthe kingdom of. . 5 
k:- God; was to be ſought after and found wichin, by every-mad, in 2; 
© heavenly ſeed-and principle, whieh-was of God in everyiman, the*.. 
word near in the month; and in the heart, That God! and | Chriſt 
Was to be ſought within, tound, received andinjoyed within, in 
+ the meaſure of tho light, wherewith he did enlighten ' every ohe 
== "-chat combs into the world, ard that whoever do trujy believe in 
= God andin Chriſt muſt beleive in thelight, wherewith Chriſt did 
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neigreceive right thenghts ard 

$01 0g, TR od found words, which 
are fit to be ipokenothim., a!:d concerning him, and tis. way [and 
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Kingdom ,avd which thoughts ard words bad a manifettation” of 
his heavenly life and yeriue 1a. chem, as they were received 16 the. 


living and eternal Word, near and inthe buirt : ard 
thinking Or ſpeaking of Godor to him or the £12 85 of hz. ki iT -OL 
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car eqges/ ne bave this riſe, the word, light and Hi of ide 38 5 
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heart, otherwiſe they were all wroug dead and ui favout vutnd io 


profitable, and unacceptable, and as the ſoundand clear-miniſtra- 
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tzme to be turned into the; 1 
that it was the yery ſavingalnre eſus;hotw 
a(t chat Prieſts and Profe jt Fs {aic or diſputed re th 
che miniſtration had thathipt 


' And as for them, who came to be clearly and ſoundly reached;ſo © Y 
as to feel the Power and life of God, in the miniſtration, reach into LM 
the meaſure and ſeed of truth in their own particulars : O what a 
day and time ic was unto them , that was even ſuch a day as they 
had never che like of ir befoge, nor [in ſome ſence) after it for it. 
was aday unto them, both of joy and heavineſs, comfort and: fern: - ;-;{., 
row, light and darkneſs life-and death,their joy,and their cotaforrt* = =% 
' was inche morning dawniags of the beauty and glory ofGed,which 
begun ſomewhat to appear in the light, a%3hey became curned to | 
*wards it, but their heavineſs was in that they began to find the ex- 
ceeding ſinfulnets of fin. & how to feel themſelves, ſo hedged & com- 
piſſed about with intanglements & hinderancesboth within & with- 
out, bur more eſpecially wichin, to ſtop them fromientringints the 
new & living & perfe& way of God: which began to berevealed in 
the iighr, infomuch that they came to ſee, rhac theſe things which 
they ſormerly counted gain, were now dung and loſs unto them 
and chat which they eſtcemed as their glory , became now / their 
_ Daarpe, as namely their large profeſſion and righreouſneſs,and way 4 
of worſhip which ſtocd in dead and empty performancgs, in the 4 
oldneſs. of the Letter, in which they had a life, and which had a life F 5 " 
 inthem alſo, but ir was the life of death, which reigned in them, 6 
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anddoth reign in all. from Adaw nnto Heſcs, yea and whole reign. & | 
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is not pnt down, nntil Chriſt the bleſſed ſeed and lite be' wienefled 4 
- railgd and revealedin rhe particular; and Jo this' day-.of' 2 
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beought death ind darkneſs 0ver all that falſe Lite and Light, which Bah 

place in them formerly, and ſtained all their falſe beauty and glory,oven. ; 
all the Glory of fleth, or of the firſt-birth, in all the wildooh, counts! and + 
knowledge thereof, and in all its thoughts and apprehenſion of Gady 
and:in all its words, and works, and practices, and righteouſngl whiareliy.” 

ir-came fo paſs that theſe who ſeqrued to have, and had much knowledge” 

and anderſtanding of God; and Chriſt, but it was according to the fefly Þ 
or firft birth, began now to ſee and be cenvited, that they were very ig} 
norant, ſo az even to ſay, ſurely Inm more bruitiſh thenany man , andI\Þ 
have not the underitanding ofa Man in me, and thus many- who. were BD 
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om of God; a5 afofeſaid, and ſo this wiſdom and power, and name 
"Wa ro furniſh them in all chey did or ſpoke in their meetingaor aſſem- 
" Biies, andtotbis the Apoſtle directed the believers in bis day, that whats 
| Weyer they did in wordor deed, they ſhould do it inthe Name of tha 
- Wbrd Jefus Chriſt, ifthey raughr, it ſhould be in his Name, to wit in his 
- Jiphr, lifeand power, and if they prayed it ould be ja chis, and if they 

gavechanks it ſhould be in this, and rhen the words uttered or expreſſed 
by them, ſhould be ſpirit and life, chat would both reach unto God for a 
ſweet ſsrour and odou: before him,and alſo anco his witneſs in the heart, 
of themiwho heard, for what they ſpoie ſhould nor be the word of man 
but the word of God, Chriſt the word, the light, and the life, ſpeaking in 
them, a1+d through them.as Chriſt ſaid unto the Diſciples, /t 15 10: you that 
fpeak, bnt the ſpirit of the Father which ſpraketh in jou, and according to this 

Pant {aid that ro Man could call J ſus the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt for the 

Name of the Lord is a living Name, and ſo cannot be named but by the 
Power and vertue of his own life, indeed a man in his 6wn natural ſpirit 

- "May pronounce the Letterof the Name, but the Letter is not the Name 

for the Nami is the word of God, bvt the Letter is not the word, and ſo /?. 

- Mt isone thing to pronounce the Letter or Letters, burr another ro67 ax 

. name, or ſpeak the word of God, yez or inwardly only tg conceive ic in © 

the mind or heart, which none can do, but by the Holy Gboſt, 

- ® Now about this time that divers were convinced as aforeſaid and za- 

_ theted together in diversdivers places, rhrough very neceſlicy, their 
Meetings came to be filent, for ſome time, chough che firſt riſe and ground 
of their meeting in ſilence, was that they were taught it of the Lord, for- 

 Aaſmuch as there were but few, who were then atra:ned wato that ſoung- 

 meſsand elcarneſs of condition, iv their own particvlars,fo as thereby tg 
 beftted and qualified in the word, life. power and wiſdom of God , to 
miniſter unto others in divers places, friends beirg but very young, at 

- 2hac firſt breaking forth of Fruih, ard ſo their work was molily it not 

+ only to joj n togerher, in a juint concurrence to waiz upon the Lord, for 
the induings of bis power from on high, and to ice! the work and opera- 
tion of his word light and lite in them, every one being turned unto the 
manifeſtation therecfint' eir own particulars: For indeed in beginners or 
thoſe who are buc lately curred unco the Light ard life of truch, ic bath 
mmygch to work brough in chem asd they have many ſteps of inward ſry= 
al and exerciſe to paſs through in the light ard lite of truth, b:fore they 
accaznnnto thac ſounenets and ccar:eſs 10 their own condi: ons: whereby 

canſafe)y and purely adminitics rf:6 word aud worgs of jiie uoro n= 
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4 thers wi:hout thixure, for firſt a man muſt be ina good meaſuce_gath 4 
I red into the life and ſpicir oftrath fo as to be-well rooted and faſtned a 

S I; 


it in his own particular, before he be in ſuch a fit condition-8s to. m{kilts 


HS. unto otbers, with fatery and advancage.: andthe word of. life malic 3 
hive fome free paſſage ina mans heart,mindand i pirir,eforg Wy nNnYe, 2 
pes a free p:\[ipe inche mouth, and it muli hive gat ſome goed meaſure of W 


command and dominion over the heart, and the thoughts and affe&zons F 

the. cof, o:herwile 17 Conzut fo conveniently and r« adil-. have the come - : 

mand of che muuch, lu as ro urder ard direct ic, that the mouth ſteddily | 

ard ound +, o1:). as be inſtrument ot the word and ipirit oft God, may # 

onls expats or dec are the living words of God otherwiſe (as where che 

deart 1s ww: goder tbe command vof the lite as aforeſaid the month wilreel 4 

ard {tagper in ts exprettiions, and be ap-cz to ipcakthe words of oy 

FE. wildum :nd ipiri: ot man, then of God, now as the words of the ſpirjt;of - 

© G d a::d Chrutt are in the mouth, ſpi: 5: and life, ſo the words of, or rem” 
JI. the fpiri: of man though even Batitered from the Scrip:ures; are inſtead - 
4 of Spiric, but Lecter, and inttcad of Lite but dearh, che one is ſpirit upd! 
4 } lite, the otter bur lerter and death, which proffics not but hurts, yea,@* :3 
= ven the mixcure?, (as where 1-5 partly Letter, and parily ſpirit ) as mych' + 

; as poſſible, 4s co be ſhunned and forborn eſpecially , in this ſo clear and = 


4 
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WS: glorious maritefiation of i ruth, which calletb-our of all mixtures, both # 
 E.0 inwords and works unro purity ſoundneſs and fimphcity in all, and riow- 
© doth more prefſiagly require it, theo iarhe times of ignorance and dark- | 
neſs chat are pait. —£.,- 
* Thus I'fay, That even very neceſlity at firſt occaſioned their filzeu 
| #2 Mectings of Friend-1n divers piaces, every one i cing atraid to open ths 
Wa mouth, nor daring :© open it Uull the Lord opened it, by the power .&t 
Ws veri ue ot his own. ſpirit and lite, and chough none durſt ſpeak ar open.” & * 
L >. morrh, nor had received that ſpiritual power and abiitty codo.it ,- yet 2; 
- neceſſir v andUuty ther found in ir, ro meet cogether, yea the ]Jeaſt mga» 1 
| ſure and appearance of le and light in eyery one did even : draw. them * 
. togetier anc when, or wherever they came togerher in the drawings 
thereo!, ard. and fac down regetber in ftilheſs and quiecneſs, every eng 
beirg rurnew anc gathered unto their particular. meaſares, they came 

find the benent,auvartage and glory thereof ing wonderful-and uaip 
\B; able manner, for after this manner they became all asqne bfy,ani 
fe - members together ef the body, and one of anecber; by; reaſon; -ofix; 
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inderd totvuneſs any mel ſmre of the life a_« light of God to ſpring up 1m th; ”, 
All the particular meaſures of li'e inthe particular :ſſels or peſans, tn whom 1t 
grapes, wn ing in oxe even 45 many [m-ll ſtreams, beceme as a large 
F1ver of lefe, which in the wholeneſs or Hnves (all ty of it, hath sts ©: [e, neot 1099 
andoperation, in ani through every m-mb.r, in ſome me-ſure accords g to the 
Capacity of rach, and thus the whole Knwverſal life and ſpirit of the whales brdy 
reachith, in its whole vertur, in ſome meaſure wnio every member far the quicks 
#::e, refr eſhment, ani edifying thereof , as even it :4 11 the natnral body, for the 
| wature/{piritthenis Hnver ſally diffuſed through the whote, reachith unto eve= 
” - xy member inthe body, with its rafinence life and vertue, anda plain example 
 wbireoof we have alſo in the light that us ua wral,for if « comp-ny of people ſt. ould 
' come into a dark place, rytry one of thews baying 4. /amp or Cindlt Iighied, each 
perſon i»jojeth nut only the [1 ght of his own, but aljoof all his ne gbbourswbere 
* 7 gach ſuff cr their light freely to ſhine ferth, 

And of this friends baving ſuch manifeſt and clear experience in their 
own particulars, they became greatly indearcd towards one ano! her, ir 
all pureneſs and tenderneſs 61 jove, and-finding the great benefit and ad- 
vantage which they had in ore anothers company, preſence and feljows- 

Chip,as of one teivg a Rrength ro another cher liteand ſpirit reaching. 
mnto them, o't without all words,yea in the filerce or ceaſing of all words: 
they were drawn to meet often together, for thatinthe preſence and 

eompany of one another, they were inward y refreſhed, comforted, 
Qquickned ard ftrengihnes, through that communion and communication 
Ot the ip ric and liie of God, from vefl-1co veſſel, as from one ppon all, 
 andfromal!l upon one, and this is chat communisn of the Saints,which is. 
' | © Miber) forever ſealed from all Natura) men, bur is meſt cpen and clear 
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. bat lifc had but a wtakor ſmall marifeliation in and among them, as boing but \ © 
_ young 1n the truth, aud much arath and darkniſt as ye. having place which bur= |. © 


ard benefs. of inſtruments firted and prezared of God hath been, a»d is found to wh 


wed and honeured is the truth, for their work: ſake, and breanſe c f thus 1xtet- fe 
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3 #ecAfron of great refreſhment, qumekning and cimfort unto mary. yea unto prot $4 
 meqting, ſo that in geod and certars (xperience, where divers have come rogethes | 


< 


thired and clouded the tenaer bf: .J that as it w:7- the power of death and dat ew 7 EE Roe, 2 . 
meſs conld be felt to mark {irong 1-1 the meeting, by reaſenof nh:ch, ris +] * 


are abundantly refreſs 8d comforted and quick» ed and ſuch throxgh the gwaneſs, 
and providence of good, are ſent wite others, or ra iſ-d np amor gh m , cobe ubts Bf 
th-m 4 wr ſing fathers, and ſiemards and fhetherds, rn'e when a5 it were tht je P 3 
here: of the kingdom A”e given, tha: they ” 7 open it unto other. not bat ther ir Tp 

i prfſible 19 be opened, cyen without all inflr ments from withow "yer obs fats he” 


great wnto th: more abundant openng 6f :8, and belpsn the weak a» d feebltwnrs | 
the m-re ready and eaſie entrance intoit, wherefore tack cant but bedia: ly 1,6 


lent meaſure of life in them, which hath ſuch univerſal influence and ſervice: © 
wxto all, TN | þ 

And chough the urity and fellowſhip cf the children of light 5nd reuch 
doth not ſimply conliſt in their outward nearneſs, company or p' eſence: 
for char though at never ſo great an ou: ward diſtince,thcir unity remain 
gn cha ſpirit wbich reacbeth over and throughall yer ir is- certain thae# 
even their being rogether in the ovtward (when they are guihered in th 
name of Chriſt as aforeſaid, asin the particular meaivure of bis Lite. arid 


Light made mauited in chem) doh greatly conduce gud coutridureratt 
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=. © munionof life che more ſenſib e as is known and witne fled by certain 
w experience, for that when they are outwardly preſent. life hath an oppor- 
turity to convey it {ef unto ove another, by ard through rhe - natural 
M ſpir:t ad the very tace of one fharprerh another as Tron doth [ron, for 
Fz where lic i» rticd che heart, ic hath its Image 0n the very face or 
Countenaiice, wiichb a ſecret vertuc reacheth unto others, Tea nor 
oaly act- itfe Conycy s ſet, "84 F; DAE i» flee : broueh cre VICE a»d /ight, 
but eayer: th owgh the taking 1H Anorher by the band, Where 1 MW done it Pare and 
#14 1 ca [191,454 +7 ite laying - of haszds a. | 2,44 a'A5 winneſſ*d 17 the p? '79:1198 
- times, #:h41 ih {e who were tndned t41Þ a large meaſure of che life ard ſþiru of 
| , God, while .h:y laid taxds bn them uw be believed, veriue nent forth from that 
"#3. fre and ft exgth of life mm. hem, and reached nn thiſc on whim has de were laid 
? a whereby they came te feel the life te be raizee in their own part 'cr/as and rhe 
KK  pawzr of the Holy Ghoſt to fall or br- ak forth upon them, aieier ſoit ts wite 
, neſſed at this day, in and among 'ke children of i:nth, thowph (he form or forma- 
duy of layin0.on of hands, that 15 19 the [aſc Chareh, which kath only the emy'y 
and bareimiietion is 1t» 8 raed, | 

. And thvs now it being ſhowed, how great an advaniage and bencfir 

the chi'dre + of light and truth have in eheir meetirg rogether, through 

- thecommenicatioo of Life from one to another, yea irom all ro every 
one a'd from oueto ail, and tar wiihont all word- as well as with chem 


| - cannot ++' be marutett, and this ſerves to anſwer that cemmon objeti- 
-on uſed by m« y, who fa, we may 17 filent at home, «nd wait in fiience; 
fn our ow: houfes ard ſo be.is much edified, as ro ceme ro A fiient inect- 
lng, whera nuthing 15 (poke ſor our inſtruftion o« lear: ing, tow!'ich I 
ſay, n+y i (our eu; ward jbarty and health can partic you tocome and 
yet you come no, bur ituy ar aome youcannot profil, re: be eci'ed fo 
much at ho:-ma, rfivugh you ſhould give your ſefves!'o waili.g rm file ce 
a> by comin .cothe mceering of the Lords. people and waitii:g together 
withrhem 15 ft ence, i'rit becanſe co mee: rogerber is che ordinance of 
God, which he dock blets, rea he hack: promiſed #bat where two or three 

- do meert.rogeihe) in bis Name, bewi !be inthe midit of chem , and this 
- Promiſe is ro m-eting hmply in 14s Name; though chere ſhould be no 
Ipeaking among them bur ſecund'y brcouſe as 15 ſafd, through that uni- 
verſais' fluence of Lite, which che whote meeting bach upon every parite 

.,. cular lite, co raiſc and. refreſh and ftrergchen {ite 1+ every Particular, 
 Thorafyrs ir is mavitelf;qþar ic is more proacable ard g6ifyingto wart with 
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"others, where opportanity can be had theri alone, fot while we wait wich”: 


3 others, we become « ſtrenge hand help uoco one another in-waiting which*;! - 
F: many can ſeal theeruth of, by cerrain experience who have found much | 
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"EF more ready and eatie acceſs & entrance to wait upon the Lord, & amuck../-. » - 
F- more freedom of mi::d from vain thoughts and encymbrarces. while ns 
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% . vere waiting with ocher:,then white alonea* alto many bas been conyins = 
 - ccd & brought tothe knowledpe of the truth by coming to flient meer- Jr 
S ings & ſeeing as is ſhowed that lite doth readily moit p:evail and abound: : 
- while they wait together {ure:y thele occaiions catinot but bethe more 6-., / 
.” difying & preficable,when rightly improved,for when jile is moſt raiſed; 
and Coth moſt prevail & abound in the heace, then a man haththe beſt op- 
portuni:y to fee] the 0peracion, of icin him,co work and purge out theold ' 454 
| nature & ſpirit, with the works thereof & co eaven kim into anew lump, | © *Þ* 
fo as to mould andeiranfform him, inte ics ywn pure jimi-icude-& image; : +: 
 Avudlo theſe who came togethes, ro meet afier this manner in fit ence, & a 
{o that they wou'd fic regethergmany hours in a deep liiencs and quiet» Y- 
nels, came to fird great benefit and a:tvantage in chem, yea anda. great ©: 
JT. glory, though ſuch meetings became che worlds wonder, and natural and 
| darkſpirited men,did ſcorn and delude chemgas they do unto this day,yet : | .- #8 
the Children of truth found them and do find them ihe moſt profitable 8& * | *, a 
edifying meetiugs, thatever they were ar, where all flelb is made filent, + ** > 7 
and the Lamb alone i waited for, to appear in bis Temple , -and ſpeak + 
forth his he'y mind will and councel!, in ſuch veſſels, as are fitted and-. 
_ prepared of-him, and theſe who met together in this filence, where at |. 
- that time ptrhaps ndt oge tn the meeting bad a mouth opened; _or utte- 17 
rance given chem, iu the lite and ſpirit of God, came ia duetime,to res 
_ ceive the opening of the mouth, in a very large and powerful and plori, | + 
ous manner as continues unto this day wi-h them; who yet remain alivg } 
in the body and now many bave received an-opening of mouch, and. ; 
come to witneſſe, the word of life ſprung up, in great power and glory, 7 
to the putting words into their months; which arc ipicit andife that Mi-+ 3 
niſter grace largely unto the hearers; andare a iweet end 4-pretious fa- 7 
vour, and odour unto God: even a {acrifice of a ſweet ſme!), and fo'they 4 
wirneſſcd rhe prom'ſe fulfiiled vnto them upon the matter ( though the + 
many tougues and {anguages, wi'h 0+ her circumſtantial chings be not) as}7 
the D ſciples did, who were commarided to tarry at Jernſa/em, and wait; 
for the premiſe of the Father, which was the powring forth and <fſafion-4 
of the boly Ghoſt; or hoiy ſpirit and !ife of God, upvn. them, and asth 6 N 
waited ſo it cameto paſs, that on the day of Pemeceft,, bein bled | 
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uor ſing, but in the Name of Chriſt, that is in his life, ſpirit and poweras © 


«moved them, it is manifeſt that at times, the Diſciples, or Chriſtians in 
E primitive tices, had filence among them,as wa now have, ſeeing they 
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n 'berwixe” hogs and” cingeth 3 acto fe 

.: andknowand feel whatwas of God, and what: was. nor -of -him _ 
of man or of Satan; and-ſo-z> they waited in this filetce. heir mir v8 3 Za. 
ing turned towards theEord: "they cou'd diſecra the right: and tone” 
ſpiric, and the workand- motion of each, and eameto ſee, what was tobe” 
kept and ſpared; and what was to be denycd, what was to be preſerved: - 
alive; and cheriſhed 5d nouriſhed, and what was.co be flain ; and: fas: . 
miſhed and tarved, and ſo in the ſilence they.came to find / the+p 442 
judgement of the Lord, to paſs over and through all in them; aythe reſi ES 4 
ners fire, which purifieth 4 Gold and: Silver, but conſameth the-drols- : 
and maketh a clear ſeparation,and che power of the Lord Gog# wasfound. $ 
and felrro wotk mightily in them, for the breaking downs. atid ' k "ak z 
and conſuming, and deſtroying every evilthiag and-work gawh ich {ha S 
place inthem, and removing and taking out of: the/ wayz, 'whatever,. - =; 
clouded, or vailed, or burthened the pure life ro ariſe ard {ſhine forth; 
and ſo the mountains which were railed over.the ſeed and burchenedit, - 
came to be ſhaken, yea the Earth-and the Heavens, ( by which theſebow 
dily Cuakings and cremblings did alſo ſeize upon divers, and from rh 
the Name Osakers-was in ſcorneat upon friends } that the mounts 
the Lord might be raiſed up a top ofchemall, and ſo throughthe mip 
workings of Gods power, which was revealed-in the lightco which-their:: 
minds was turned, in filence,they came to be brought ont of the agar OE 7 
wherein they ſtood formerly intO a clearnefs and ſoundneſs ofcondition 8 
inthe truth, both as to.ſpirir and judgement, in theic own: particular 
and ſo they came toactear and foun underſtanding of che- rhir 4% F 74 
God, and of Truth, and Religion, and the way:of worſhip; a=d00.D | - 4.36 
clear -and ſound choughts and apprekenſions of them, which did-; \ Fs 
andclearly ariſe in the light,in which their minds became ſtayed. ;! 
ſo.in duetime 2 pure andclear miniftration in-wardggwas Siveniuns me: 
oy ofchem, fo that they preached-pure and ſonndand clear Dane; win! 
@pareand:ctear manifeſtation of life uats which pure.miniſtract mmany 
came to be brought, who.had a miniſteationformaerly Smog gnagt, F 
divers ſe&s, and opinions which ftood in, cha tgtapaſnc: neg 
notclear grain-and food, and therefore hur \ghemſelverar 
| bucheings «hered together.unto chis pure-al ni ragic gn-(v 
ceived, by ficting dawn to:wait: poaaietod is be R areope b 
withall ſabjeftion, SET Tr, m__ es > > 
Gord cam? both to be fared Boplinen.s obo nfirooti{acr © 
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|  tious openings anddiſcoveriesof Truth.end Rengae 
-- wetelargely & purely opened unto them correnrany theſe 


And fo HY filencethey [CAME >G&:LEC: 


mauythings, 


{> ruth; andthe Pricitsand Profeſſors, andirhelepagetber with many pre- 
= ciousandexcelient-gifts otthe: ſpirit, and alfo'mnoh inward peace}. joy, 
 _ reſreſhmentarid conſolation, inthe holy ſpiric, and muck: increaſe of 
 lte.and/Grace, and Rightcouſnefs, and:muct beauty, and glory , and 


they geeeived intheir meeting together, andwaicing togecber upon the: 
==> Lardin pure filence and-tilnefs, and which are al known and. wicnefſe& 
= Aandfoimdarthisday, (even as art che beginning)by them, why fairbfully 
_ > anddiligently do obſerve them and improve.them,,  - ' - 
And bytbismeanvalſo, the [ruth came greatly'co ſpread: and gain- 
= ground, and/ſodoth arthis day, evenin.char theſe who-were convinced: 
- amallthe parts and corners of the Land, where the {ound of Fruth came 
=" did-meer cogetber, though there were burtwo or three ina place and fat- 
* down together to wait upon the Lord in pure filenge, out - of all their 
- —.ewntboughts and words, and works, wiiich was a grear and loud teſti- 
-- mony, and did:preach allabroad far afd near, which gave occaſion unty- 
— many, who bad ſome meaſure of ſimplicicy and, rendernefs-ro- gonfider: 
-. the thiog, and:che {ignificationofic, thac ina time wherein Profeſſors bad) 
_ + -f6-much.2 life. in words;as if all religion-had been-curned isto-words;and 
x ſpeaking/and/bearing, av indeet ir was fo with moſt:;part;, thar vk 
knew no:more of it but to-hear and calk words, and fo their Religion, 


Pa 


theta people ſhould/be;raiſed up to mens tagerbetinfilence; and* in; fi- 
Hence co beedifyed, and taughcand inftruted morgthen-in all thie words - 
Ty temper rugp ſpoxcn, and im filence co-worſhip God , and 
p32; Me give thanks, and be helped and ſtrengriined one by -another, 
"this gave accagoniand doch and will gire-occafion ſtill more and' more; 
" =anto many, that haveany meafure:of tenderneſs and. fimplitity £6: look- 
srond words imoche-iawardsand ſabftance of Religion , > and:indeet 
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